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INTRODUCTION

to his labors in enforcing uniformity within the church,
and in seeking the conversion of the pagan folk with-
out, must always remain an open question. No doubt
certain tendencies, political rather than religious, in
the German historical writing of the last half-century
have tended to exalt the proportionate importance of
his work as an ecclesiastical organizer. I think the
man himself saw more truly, as the witness of his
martyr's death attests.